
What took place on 
May 2, 1968 during 
the Vietnam War is 
relived in a newly-
released book, LEG-
END, by journalist 
Eric Blehm. The mis-
sion that almost cost 
the life of Master Sgt. 
Roy P. Benavidez, is 
told more vividly with 
personal accounts 
from others who were 
there when a 12-man 
Special Forces team 
was inserted into a 
small clearing in the 
jungles of neutral 
Cambodia where U.S. forces were 
forbidden to operate. 

Blehm will be at the El Campo 
Branch Library, 200 W. Church, on 
Monday, May 11 from 5 to 8 p.m. to 
discuss the book as well as have a 
book signing. For information, call 
the library at 543-2362.

Four books have been written 
about that particular mission and 
the life of Benavidez, one of the 
most highly decorated war heroes of 
our time. But why did Blehm decide 
to write another book about Benavi-
dez, since others have already told 
his story?

“The full story of the covert mis-
sion on May 2 has never been told,” 
Blehm said. “Nobody who was on 
the ground with Roy was ever in-
terviewed for the past books, which 
focused only on his actions. 

I was fortunate enough to inter-
view one of the survivors from the 
ground who had never told his story 
beyond giving a statement. Retired 
Green Beret Brian O’Connor spent 
a couple hundred hours answer-
ing my questions and recounting 
his memories that will be revealed 
for the fi rst time in LEGEND. The 
perspective from the air, the story of 
the 240th Assault Helicopter Com-
pany, was never fully told either. We 
owe it to the men, and to history, to 
hone the important stories without 
embellishment: the power is in the 
truth.”

Written with the assistance of 
family members, surviving mem-
bers of the 240th Assault Helicopter 
Company, on-the-ground eyewitness 
accounts never before published, as 

well as recently dis-
covered archival and 
declassifi ed military 
records, LEGEND is 
the story of Benavi-
dez’ life.

“Eric Blehm, the 
author, contacted 
my brother, Noel 
Benavidez, via email 
over a year ago,” said 
daughter Yvette Gar-
cia of El Campo. “He 
said he wanted to do 
a story on my dad. A 
story different than 
the other books. For 
this book, he wanted 

to tell the story from the men’s 
perspective...the men from the ‘six 
hours in hell’ mission.”

Daughter Denise Prochazka of El 
Campo also helped provide informa-
tion and photos for the book, as well 
as proof the rough copy.

“I’m honored to say that I was 
able to participate in providing a 
more accurate time line for some of 
the topics mentioned in the book,” 
Prochazka said. “Each one of us was 
there to contribute memories and 
such, but since I’m the oldest, I had 
to dig a little deeper to make sure 
that places and events were accu-
rate within the story.”

The title of the book came about 
after a conversation between Garcia 
and Blehm. 

“Eric Blehm texted me right after 
the release of American Sniper and 

shared with me that he knew Chris 
Kyle,” Garcia said.

“I actually met with and inter-
viewed Chris for a live webcast a 
few months before he was killed. 
We discussed Adam Brown, whose 
story I wrote about in Fearless, and 
Chris’ book, American Sniper. Dur-
ing our conversation, Chris told 
me he wasn’t comfortable with 
the nickname he’d been given, 
‘the Legend,’ and I asked him 
if he’d heard of Roy Benavidez. 
‘Now that guy is a legend,’ Kyle 
told him. That is what planted 
the seed for the title of this book. 
Beyond that, I think both Roy 
and Chris were devoted to their 
fellow soldiers to the end – the 
quality I think they would both 
like to be remembered for.”

“I cried,” Garcia said when 
Blehm told her about that 
conversation. “I still can’t get 
over my father’s fame and 
notoriety.”  

The focus of LEGEND is 
to tell the story of the May 2 
mission from those who were 
there,” she said. “Eric wanted 
to tell my Dad’s story but 
with the survivors’ stories as 
well. He wanted to get their 
side of the story...what they 
saw, what they did, how they 
felt.” 

“Just know that this book 
has brought the families 
of all those involved closer 
than in years past.  Not 
only do we share a special 
bond because of May 2, but 
this book also provided us 
with a stronger connec-
tion,” Prochazka said. “All 
of us have a memory and 
a story to share. All of us are part of 
the May 2 mission.

“When I fi rst met the author, 
Eric Blehm, I didn’t know what 
to expect as he was talking about 
writing a book about my father,” 
Prochazka said. “Then, as the visits, 
phone calls and emails progressed, 
I began to appreciate the fact that 
this book was just not another story 
of Dad, but that it was also bringing 
to life the inclusion and involve-
ment of everyone else who was part 
of the May 2 mission.” 

From the start, Benavidez’ life 

was fi lled with challenges. 
Orphaned at the age of seven, he 
was raised by his aunt and uncle 
in El Campo. He was pulled from 
school early and spent summers in 
the fi elds as a migrant worker.

“It’s important to tell my dad’s 
life story because he overcame 
poverty and prejudice to become 
the best of the best, a Green Beret. 
He didn’t let those things, or fear, 
defi ne him,” Garcia said. 

Benavidez’ Grandfather Salva-
dor, known for courageous acts as 

a vaquero, was always telling Roy, 
“If someone needs help, you help 
them.” It would become a defi ning 
philosophy of Benavidez’ life. In 
pursuit of his dream to become a 
paratrooper, Benavidez joined the 
Texas National Guard at age 17; 
three years later, he went into the 
Army. 

LEGEND recounts Benavidez’ 
life-changing disciplinary encounter 
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ERIC BLEHM

New book recounts in-depth story of legendary mission

“The perspective from the air, the story of the 240th Assault Helicopter Company, was never fully told either. 
We owe it to the men, and to history, to hone the important stories without embellishment: the power is in the truth,”

– Eric Blehm

“I’m honored to say that I was 
able to participate in providing 
a more accurate time line for 
some of the topics mentioned 
in the book. Each one of us was 
there to contribute memories 
and such, but since I’m the old-
est, I had to dig a little deeper 
to make sure that places and 
events were accurate within the 
story,”
                            

– Denise Prochazka

The El Campo High School FFA Veterinary 
Science team garnered ninth place honors at the 
State Career Development Event held in College 
Station Saturday, May 2. 

Team members are Rosemary Krenek, Mi-
chelle Sutton, Terra Cook and Rachel Pustejovsky. 
The contest was hosted by Texas A&M University 
College of Veterinary Medicine.  

Saturday’s competition included a total of 57 
teams from across the state who qualifi ed through 
each of their previous Area competitions.

The ECHS team was coached by agricultural 
science teacher and El Campo FFA advisor Ashley 
Jett.

The veterinary science contest included three 
major components: hands-on skills practicum 
demonstrating a common veterinary practice, test 
of veterinary medical knowledge and identifi ca-
tion of veterinary instruments, parasites, organs 
and breeds of animals. 

Each team member completes the contest in-
dividually and the scores are then added together 
for the total team score.

Career Development Events (CDEs) build on 
what is learned in agricultural classes and en-
courage members to put their knowledge into 
practice. 

Approximately 13,400 students began the 

statewide-tournament in 28 different events 
which refl ect classroom instruction in technical, 
leadership, interpersonal and teamwork skills.

“FFA gives students the opportunity to practi-
cally apply classroom knowledge to real-world ex-
periences through local, state and national com-
petitions,” Jett said. 

Texas FFA is the nation’s largest state FFA as-
sociation with a membership of 109,000 active 
FFA members. 

“Agriculture, food and natural resources pro-
grams teach skills in leadership, career develop-
ment and personal growth,” Jett said.

Contributed Photo
State Win

El Campo High School’s Veterinary Science team members (l-r) Michelle Sutton, Rosie Krenek, Terra Cook and Rachel Pustejovsky proudly display the plaque they brought 
home from the state contest recently. The team placed ninth at the Career Development Event held at Texas A&M University in College Station.

FFA team finishes ninth in Texas meet

(See STORY,  Page 6-B)

Sewell completes 
basic training at 
Lackland AFB

Air Force Airman Ty A. Sewell 
graduated from basic military train-
ing at Joint Base San Antonio-Lack-
land, San Antonio.

The airman completed an inten-
sive, eight-week program that in-
cluded training in military discipline 
and studies, Air Force core values, 
physical fi tness and basic warfare 
principles and skills.

Airmen who complete basic train-
ing earn four credits toward an as-
sociate in applied science degree 
through the Community College of 
the Air Force.

Sewell is the son of Tammie L. 
Hermansen of El Campo and Kevin 
G. Sewell of Strawn. He is also the 
step-son of Vickie L. Sewell of Strawn 
and brother of Kevin L. Sewell of 
Manhattan, Kan.

He is a 2013 graduate of El Campo 
High School.

Theresa s̓
Polka Picks

Theresa’s Polka Picks are selected 
each week by polka musician The-
resa Zetka Payne. 

Saturday, May 9
•  Houston: Red Ravens perform at 

SPJST Houston Heights Lodge 88, 
8-11:30 p.m.

•  Rosenberg: Odessa plays 8-11:30 
p.m., American Legion Hall.

•  Weimar: Music lineup for the 
Gednek event: Czechaholics, 11 a.m.-
3 p.m.; Telstars, 5-9 p.m. and Steel 
Country, 9 p.m.-midnight. It all takes 
place at the city park pavilion in Wei-
mar. Call 979-725-9511.
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ROBERT LAITKEP’S AFFORDABLE 
Tree Service. Tree Trimming, 
Stump Grinding, Tree Removal  
and Topping, Tractor Work.  
Insured. Free Estimates. Senior 
Citizen Discount. Credit cards  
accepted. Call 979-532-4403.

072 Trucks, Trailers
NURSE TANK TRAILER W/1000- 
gal Wylie black poly elliptical tank, 
hwy. tires & running lights. $2,600. 
Call 979-240-4237 after 5:30 p.m., 
Mon.-Fri, all day on Sat. & Sun.

HUGE SELECTION OF NEW AND 
used single wides and double 
wides in stock!! Our competitors 
hate our low prices! Come see the 
difference! Reliable Homes of 
Sealy *390 Gebhardt Rd.,* Call 
979-885-6767* RBI33813

I PAY TOP DOLLAR FOR USED  
MOBILE HOMES! Clear title or 
small payoff is ok. Must be ‘85 
model or newer! Call Chris at  
979-743-0551.

112 Travel Trailers

32’ 2002 HOLIDAY RAMBLER 
Presidential travel trailer w/ 
2 slides, 5th wheel. Excellent  
c o n d i t i o n .  $ 1 7 , 9 5 0 .  C a l l  
979-541-3777.

131 Dogs, Cats, Pets

DOG OBEDIENCE/ HUNTING/  
RETRIEVING TRAINING - Al l 
breeds. 30 years experience,  
references available, local. Call 
Michael Simpson, 361-219-1884. 

BLACK ANGUS BULLS FOR SALE. 
Tested and ready to go. 15-18 
months old. $2,000 each. Call 
979-541-6433.

153 Want to Buy

CASH! TO BUY JUNK CARS, 
junk trucks, junk farm machinery, 
salvage metal, batteries etc. Call 
979-618-1204 or 979-618-0880, 
Joey. 

063 Misc. Services 063. Misc. Services 175 Public Notices

Classifieds Continued 

Garage Sale
2610 Myatt Ln.

Saturday, May 9
7 a.m. – 11 a.m.

Clothing & Household Items.

HUGE 
Community-Wide 

Garage Sale

CzeCh CatholiC home

248 Wisteria Ln., 
Hillje

Saturday, May 9
8 a.m. – ??

Furniture, Clothes, 
Household Items, 

Baby Items, Appliances, 
Tools, Toys, Home 

Decor, Jewelry 
& Lots More!

Garage Sale
710 Rice St.

Saturday, May 9
8 a.m. – ??

Baby Items, Girl’s Clothes Sz. 

0-3, Lots of Toys.

Coastal Bend
Foundation Repair

Guaranteed Lifetime
Transferable Warranty
Slabs • Pier and Beam

 Senior Discount • Free Estimates

Danny McBride - Owner
Trey Ganem - Sales

800-460-8594
www.coastalbendfoundationrepair.com

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

Notice is given that on May 
11,2015 at 10:00 a.m., the  
C o m m i s s i o n e r s  C o u r t  o f  
W h a r t o n  C o u n t y ,  Te x a s  
(“County”) at its public meeting  
shal l  hold a publ ic hearing  
a t  t h e  W h a r t o n  C o u n t y  
Commiss ioners  Cour troom,  
Wharton County Courthouse 
Annex  Bu i ld ing ,  309  Eas t  
Milam, Wharton, Texas 77488 
to consider a request by Halyard 
Wharton Energy Center (or a 
subsidiary or affiliate thereof) 
for the designation of an area 
in Wharton County, Texas as 
a tax abatement reinvestment 
zone pursuant to Chapter 312 
of the Texas Tax Code and other  
authority. At the hearing, the 
County will receive information to 
determine, among other things, 
whether; (1) improvements sought 
within the proposed zone are 
feasible and practical and would 
be a benefit to the land to be 
included in the zone and to the 
County after the expiration of 
any tax abatement agreement;  
and (2) the proposed zone 
area would contribute to the  
retention or expansion of primary  
employment or to attract ma-
jor investment in the zone that 
would be a benefit to the prop-
erty and that would contribute 
to the economic development of 
the County. The land area being  
c o n s i d e r e d  fo r  t h e  z o n e  
designation contains 169 total 
acres, more or less, located in 
Wharton County, Texas. At the 
hearing, interested persons are 
entitled to speak and present 
evidence for or against the zone 
designation. Following the public 
hearing, the County may consider 
at the public meeting the approval 
and designation of all or a part of 
the aforesaid land area as a tax 
abatement reinvestment zone. 

Wharton 
County

154 Garage Sales

Business & Service Directory

F.H. Hernandez
House Leveling
Foundation & Piers
Lifetime Warranty
Free Estimates

30 Years Experience
Senior Citizen Discount
Hot Mop Roofing
361-782-8575
361-782-5148

301 Bryan St., 
Edna, TX 77957

HOME & BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT

Call for your 
FREE water analysis!

Precision
Plumbing

Installing all types 
of water  

treatment equipment!

Jeremy Miller
979-320-4876
P.O. Box 1335 

El Campo, TX 77435
LIC# 40186

“Your plumbing specialists”

PLUMBING

*25 YEARS IN BUSINESS*

Roofing   •   Gutters
Siding   •   Windows

979-541-5411
Present CODE # 1990 for: 

$50 OFF ROOF REPAIR 
or

$150 OFF NEW ROOF  
INSTALLATION

Weather 
Guard

Roofing

Financing available!

ROOFING EXCAVATION

Scraper/Bulldozer Service
Ponds • Building Pads
Driveways • Clearing

General Land Improvement
Drainage Improvement

New Home Site Yard Levelling/
Building to Your Specifications

Chad Koehn
979-541-7660
4684 CR 314

Louise, TX  77455
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LINDA BUTCHER, MA, LMFT

MARY ANN RATH, MSW, LCSW

• INDIVIDUAL THERAPY
• MARRIAGE & FAMILY 

THERAPY
• CHILD/ADOLESCENT 

COUNSELING

1114 N. Fulton St. 
Wharton, TX 77488

Ph: (979) 282-8100
Fax: (979) 282-8103

www.therapysolutions4u.com

Call us at:
979-543-2202

for all your 
Replacement Window

& Fencing Needs!

Let’s support our 

local businesses!

Subscribe to the: 979-543-3363

Memorial Day Deadlines

The El Campo Leader-News 

offices will be closed 

Monday, May 25
in observance of Memorial Day 

Classified Advertising Deadlines 
for the

Wednesday, May 27
edition will be 

Friday, May 22   •   11 a.m.

111 Mobile Homes

Garage Sale
Deadlines

Monday 4 p.m. for 
Wednesday Paper

Thursday 4 p.m. for 
Saturday Paper

An 
American 

Hero

Stop by the 

Leader-News

and pick up a 

copy of

Medal of Honor 

Available now 

for $19.86

To add your Service or Business  call 979-543-3363.

X‐Treme Jazz
Presents:

"Never Miss a Chance to Dance!"
Dance Recital

Flowers Available for Purchase

Saturday, May 9th 2015
El Campo High School Gym

2:00 p.m.
Admission:

$5.00 adults, $3.00 students •Children 5 years and under FREE

It’s easy to blame the driver when a big rig is involved in a wreck, but the truth is usually 
much more complex. When trucking company management cuts corners in training, 
equipment and maintenance, the rest of us pay the price. We represent local families in 
the Eagle Ford region who have seen loved ones hurt by these dangerous vehicles.  If 
you or someone you love has been killed or injured in an commercial truck wreck, call 
us today for professional insight.

Commercial Truck Wrecks
OFFIcEs In HOustOn/cOnrOE, tEmplE and austIn,

prIncIpal OFFIcE In camErOn, tXno fee for the first visit • we’ll come to you

Tough • ExpEriEncEd • TrusTworThy

injury lawyErs1-800-460-0606
www.tx trial law.com   cappolino | dodd | KrEbs  

with an Army captain, during 
which his eyes fell on the West 
Point honor code: “I do not lie, 
cheat or steal nor tolerate those 
that do,” and the West Point 
motto: “Duty, Honor, Country.” 

It was the same lesson he’d 
been hearing his entire life from 
his grandfather and uncle. He 
made a personal vow that day: 
even though he was a noncom-
missioned officer, he was going 
to adopt West Point’s code–an 
officer’s code–as his own. 

In October 1964, Benavidez 
deployed to Vietnam. While on 
that tour he stepped on a land 
mine that paralyzed him from 
the waist down and jolted his 
brain so violently that he wasn’t 
expected to regain his senses. 

But after months in the hos-
pital, he defied the odds, recov-
ering almost fully. He fought 
the recommended medical dis-
charge from the Army, resolving 
instead to return to the 82nd 
Airborne and get on with his life 
as a soldier in the field. Applying 
himself relentlessly to the task, 
he qualified to be a Green Beret 
two years later. In April 1968, he 
was shipped back to Vietnam. 

LEGEND then shifts scenes 
to follow a 12-man Special Forces 
team on May 2, 1968 in the jun-
gles of neutral Cambodia. Their 
objective, miles over the Viet-
nam/Cambodian border, was to 
collect evidence that proved the 
North Vietnamese Army was 
using the Cambodian sanctuary 
as a major conduit for supplying 
troops and material to the south 
via the Ho Chi Minh Trail. What 

the team didn’t know was that 
they had infiltrated a section of 
jungle that concealed a major 
enemy base. Soon they found 
themselves surrounded by hun-
dreds of NVA, under attack, low 
on ammunition, stacking the 
bodies of the dead as cover in a 
desperate attempt to survive the 
onslaught. 

Benavidez was on his way 
to breakfast at 
Loc Ninh Special 
Forces Camp, 
where his unit 
was stationed 
in South Viet-
nam, when he 
saw badly dam-
aged helicopters 
returning from 
the north, the 
crews describing 
ground fire like 
nothing they had 
seen before. 

After one 
wounded crew-
man died in his 
arms, and over-
hearing urgent pleas and muf-
fled explosions coming in on a 
nearby radio, Benavidez volun-
teered to join the rescue effort. 
Without hesitation, he jumped 
into a departing helicopter, car-
rying only a medical bag, an 
eight-inch knife and a bottle of 
Tabasco sauce. 

What followed would become 
legend in the Special Operations 
community. Flown into the foray 
of battle by the courageous pilots 
and crew of the 240th Assault 
Helicopter Company, Benavidez 
jumped from the hovering air-
craft and ran nearly 100 yards 
through enemy fire. 

Despite being immedi-
ately and severely wounded, 

he reached the perimeter of 
the decimated team, provided 
medical care and proceeded to 
organize a defense and rescue. 
During the hours-long battle, 
he was shot and hit by grenade 
shrapnel dozens of times, yet he 
refused to abandon his efforts 
until every survivor was out of 
harm’s way. 

Carrying the last wounded 
man to the heli-
copter for evacu-
ation, Benavidez 
was attacked 
one last time, by 
an NVA soldier 
wielding a bayo-
net. Intestines 
spilling out, 
he was pulled 
aboard the chop-
per, still firing 
his weapon. 

“The odds 
were not in his 
favor, and he 
should not have 
lived, but he 
did,” Garcia said. 

“He did what he had to do, and 
all for the love of fellow man. 
He did not define people by the 
color of their skin.  He only was 
concerned about the colors: red, 
white, and blue. He had a posi-
tive attitude about everything.”

Benavidez had saved the 
lives of eight men, but ended the 
day laid out with the dead on the 
landing pad at Loc Ninh. Bena-
videz was being zipped up in a 
body bag when a friend encour-
aged a medic to double check 
that the torn up and bloody 
Benavidez was indeed dead. 
This shocking moment in the 
story is just one of many twists 
and turns in a masterfully-
crafted re-creation of a defining 

battle from the war in Southeast 
Asia.

Benavidez’ self-sacrificing 
actions on May 2 were scruti-
nized for more than a decade in 
a battle for a long overdue, and 
what many believed was an un-
justly denied, Medal of Honor. 
Thirteen years later, the case 
was reopened when a long-lost 
and believed dead eyewitness, a 
Green Beret Benavidez had res-
cued that day, offered a detailed 
statement revealing once and 
for all the depths of his heroic 
deeds. Decades later, Benavidez’ 
name lives on in a number of 
ways—among them, on a U.S. 
Naval Ship and West Point con-
ference room, as well as elemen-
tary schools, army facilities and 
a city park.    

LEGEND is also a testament 
and tribute to the courage and 
commitment of those who fought 
in Vietnam in service to their 
country.

“This book was a labor of love 
for all of us,” Prochazka said. “To 
sit down with the author and 
share stories and quotes about 
DSad not only from us three 
kids, but from our spouses and 
children truly gives us the ap-
preciation on why this book is 
entitled LEGEND.”

Blehm has also written the 
New York Times bestseller Fear-
less, which tells the story of Navy 
SEAL Team Six warrior Adam 
Brown. Nearly three years after 
publication it continues to sell 
thousands of copies each month, 
with nearly 400,000 copies sold 
to date. It is being adapted for 
film as a major Hollywood re-
lease. 

For more information, visit: 
http://www.ericblehm.com/
books/legend

– Story of heroism
(Continued from Page 3-B)

 “This book was a labor of 
love for all of us. To sit down 
with the author and share 
stories and quotes about 
Dad not only from us three 
kids, but from our spouses 
and children truly gives us 
the appreciation on why this 
book is entitled LEGEND,”

                          
– Denise Prochazka
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